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be no direct evidence that Poo was not, as ho claimed to he, a sober man from the time he left Richmond to that of his wife's illness in 1841, and this would agree with Gowan's account of him in New York and with Mrs. Clemm's statement, reported by Mr. E. E. Shapley, of Philadelphia, — " For years I know ho did not taste evon a glass of wine," To no other period of his mature life are these words applicable. It should "be noted, too, that Wilmer, who sometimes met him in Philadelphia, says that during their acquaintance he " did not see Mm inebriated; no, not in a single instance; "l but in his " He collections " lie assorts unqualifiedly that this fault was the cause of all of Poe's differences with his employers. Probably the true cause of the trouble was less Foe's habits than his acts ; it was of a business nature, and in the affair each party seems to have had matter for complaint. Burton, who ifc will bo remembered was a comic actor, had got into quarrels with the managers, and he determined to have a theatre of Ms own; to obtain this he needed funds, and by way of raising them lie advertised his magazine for sale without mentioning1 his intention to Poe. The latter, on his part, arranged to issue a prospectus of a new and rival monthly, "The Penn Magazine," without advising Burton. He had long had a strong ambition to have a magazine of his own. In fact, he was always waiting to find some
1 Our Press Gang, p. 284.re it not for this letter there would
